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August Ponte, 43, a disabled? Earlier this year, Ponte said, |
Army veteran, learned recent-the underwent surgery at the
ly that he is not eligible to Mt Alto Veterans Hyspital
iy |that prevented him from work-
be employed as a foreign lan| ilng for three months. Upon’
guage specialist by the top'hjs recovery, he answered an,
secret National Security NSA newspaper advertisement’
1Agency. or scientista and langbage

. specialists for the NSA,
The reason: Ponte, who was The ad. he noted wryly, bore

brought to this country from the notation: “An Equal Op-
his native Spain at the age of portunity Employer.”
6, 13 a naturalized rather than What Prompted Rule
a native born - American citi-  pgpre. who i3 unmarric.d
izen said he speaks Spanish, Portu
Officials of the NSA at Ft. guese, Itallan and French and-

considers himself well quail-’
.Meade said the Agency has a_fled for the job, Beyond his
flat rule that all employes

citizenship status, he contend
imust be native born. Further-jed, therc is nothing in lus
more, the officials say, the|background tha‘t_might make
parents and immediate family him a security risk.
members of the employe also

NSA spokesmen

naiive-born citizen rule was
must be United Statcs citizens.
The NSA makes no excep-

tions to this rule, it was as-
serted.

| The NSA regulation came
ito light when Ponte received
,a 3-paragraph form letter ip-
forming him that he could nct
be considered for employmcent ]
‘hecause of his naturalized cit- ‘abroad.

lizen status. The spokesmcen  conceded

jApplicant’s Background “that in the case of an indl

Ponte, of 6111 Broad Branch lvidual such as Ponte, born
ird. nw,, said he called the NSA ;& friendly country and bxouwht
ifor clarification and was told here when a child, these prob
only: “We have our reasons.” 'lems could be overcome with
~hi:{§a’;§‘;oh}:§ description Of‘ out too much difficulty.

1 Born in Sada, Spain, he
‘came to the United Statcs as  regulations make no prm.mon
la child when his widowed for considering applications.
imother
‘citizen. About four years later
‘hc obtained American citizet:. !

quirement_that every emplove
submit to a background inves:
tigation dating back to his
time of birth. In cases of fur-
sign-born citizens. they con-
tirued, it often is difficult or

riods  of their

lives  spent

in,

WLhe basis of individual merit.
ship when his .mother was. Asked if the Secretary of De.'
naturalized. ~fen5e had approved the reguln
In Warld War 11, he served [tion, the spokesmen would qay
with the AI‘I]])’ n Lngland for only that it “()“anat@d at a.
jtwu years, receiving an honor-
anle  discharye for physical{
Jdisability. Toe Yeterans ;\U~("‘”¥'
ministration confirmed that| The spokesmen also  ad
Ponte is carried on their ree-jmitted that » yumber of ather
ords as havinz a permanent: form“l born

10 per cent disability. ]lucn refused employment i

After the wuar. Ponte said, N Thev .
he worked at several jobs, SA They could not estia:

including service as a xopx‘.atm number but, as one i
senwative in Lurope for ™. it~ happened enough tine

land Steel and as a translator ¢ warrant printing a form re
for the Foreizn Br
telligence Service ¢

citizens  have

i
“

_” " i vation.” 1L was one of those ’

said the .

prompted by the agency's vc '

toe evnengive to trace the ve- -

But, they pointed out, NSA"

married an American‘from naturalizéd ecitizens on‘

source higher than the Seere .’
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Cweston o Ve, the Army
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Woodrow DBrowne, assistant
chief of the Federal Civil Serv-
Peraonnel  [nvestigation
sild he did not know
mr anv sunilar rules in Gov-
eroment  depariments  whose

cmloves are covered oy clvil
ici- The NSA, although a
of the Dc-fonsc Depart-
neent, IS nut povomod by civil’
service reculations except in
toe case of a few clerical cmn-
piuyes,

Browne saild all Federal
‘¢ vl service ‘employes must
.« American citizens, But, he
.« hled. nu distinction is made
otween naturalized< and na-
¢ born. o

He said the tWO Federal
wpencies  under civil service
trat have the strictest securi-

requirements are the
ymic  Energy Commisston
< the Defense Department.
\ - ther, ke said, automatically
1 «qualifies naturalized citi-
from scnsitive jobs
lnteiligence Agency, said thelr
v canization also has no ban
an fareign born citizens. Na-
turatized Americans, they said,
«iecked very careful'y
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,sfore heing hired by the
CIA wrd g considerable num-
[or are employed at the
agency o

Fonte "}quﬂrred
' portd, who sald he still
would me to get a job with
“the NS4, appeared bewildared
hy the sl :uation, Sald he:

“[ wosld like to know if this
means that the Government
.conside*y citizens who were
horn abried to be classified as
greatee tecurity risks than
xlmsc w! o were horn here.”

10 so hip would have some in-
terestifyompany in this clas-
“aifi -mm.-

Undey L\:e NSA rogunmon
<uch forediyn born citizens as
ihe late Jipiino Fermi, one of
b rigaray of the atomig
st A Teller, father
hfah w:n bomb and
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